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UNITED  STATES 

DEPARTMENT  OF  THE  INTERIOR 

NATIONAL  PARK  SERVICE 

yellowstone  national  park 

Yellowstone  Park.  Wyoming 


-.Aemorandua  for  the  Director: 

Following  is  the  report  of  activities  for  Yellowetc  clonal  Park 

for  the  month  of  April  lojjpi 


000  •»  General 

010  -  Despite  th©  fact  that  the  roads  in  the     were  open  earlier  than 
in  any  previous  year  and  travel  -was  per;rdttec:  via  the  east  entrance  road  on 
April  2r),   the  earliest  in  the  p&rk»s  history,  the  travel  for  the  month  did 
not  oome  up  to  expectations,  and  the  increase  over  April  of  last  year  was 
very  alight*  iromises  had  been  made  that  all  entrance  roads  ».n&   the  Grand 
Loop  road  would  he  open  for  motorists  by  Slay  1  and  the  longer  Yellowstone 
season  for  motorists  front  May  1  to  October  13  would  be  publicised.  Due  to 
an  unusually  rainy  and  snowy  April  with  precipitation  considerably  above 
normal,  the  heavy  -water  content  of  the  old  snow  making  it  difficult  for 
the  snow  plows  to  handle,  and  snow  plow  breakdowns,  it  was  not  possible  to 
get  the  south  entrance  road  open  by  <-ay  1  as  contemplated*  The  plows  were 
working  on  the  south  entrance  section  at  the  end  of  the  month,  and  it  was 
expected  that  this  highway  would  be  open  for  motorists  about  May  ?•  neither 
was  the  Continental  Divide  road  nor  the  Dun raven  Pass  road  open  "ay  as  an- 
ticipated, but  the  former  was  expected  to  be  open  about  iay  9  or  10,  end 
the  Punraven  Pass  road  about  the  middle  of  May*  Public  Roads  Administration 
orews  worked  on  the  opening:  of  the  Red  Lodge-Cook*  road,  expect       ave 
it  open  around  the  first  of  lay,  but  it  will  no  doubt  be  at  least  the  middle 
of  the  month  before  travel  can  be  permitted  over  this,  highway*  The  ©lews' 
reached  the  east  gate  on  April  13,  but  travel  was  kept  off  this  highm*y 
until  the  twenty- fifth* 

Mrs*  Bernioe  Yetier,  wife  of  Park  Ranger  Gerald  P*  Yetter,  was  ap- 
pointed census  enumerator  for  Yellowstone  national  Park,  and  entered  on  duty 
April  2* 

Authority  was  received  on  April  15  to  start  the  collection  of  the 
motor  vehicle  license  fees  effective  -my  i  if  sufficient  roads  in  the  park 
wore  open  to  justify  aa^ae*  Due  to  the  fact  that  the  south  entrance  road 
was  not  open  by  May  1  as  planned  and  the  Continental  Divide  road  and  Dun- 
raven  Pass  roads  will  not  be  open  much  before  Kay  1%   it  is  not  planned 
to  start  collection  until  about  jay  10* 

A  ooxapetitive  civil  service  examination  was  held  in  Livingston  on 
April  20  for  filling  the  position  of  postmaster  in  the  park*  liine  resi- 
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dents  of  Maramoth  Hot  Sprites  took  the  examination,   including  Joso> 
Kurts,  the  present  eotin     Postmaster. 

020  -  General  Y eat her  Conditions 

Will.  II  .1111       ■!-    »■■—    .■WW^liWWI  ■.■>II»MH^.  ******  ll!   >■■   '111 ■  «.—«■>—■»■ 

Tli©  mean  temperature  of  33*2°  for  April  was  l.if0  above  normal* 
Precipitation  amounted  to  l.Qq.  inches  compared  to  the  normal  of  1.13 
inohesj  snowfall  durin.    April  was  7*6  inches  and  was  loss  than  the  usual 
9  inches,     /n  excoss  of  2."*~  inches  of  precipitation  has  accumulated  a 
normal  since  January  !• 


100  •  Adiuini  s tr at  ive 

110  -  Superintendent ts  Special  Activities 

Superintendent  Rogers,  who  left  early  in  January  to  assume  the  Act- 
ing Superintendence'  of  the  National  Capital  Park*  In       a   Lngton,  P.  C, 
returned  to  the  Yellowstone  on  the  night  of  April  19*     His  return  trip 
from  Washington  was  as.de  by  train  to  Denver  and  from  Denver  to  the  park 
by  oar.     Following  his  return,    several  tri  ade  into  the  interior 

of  the  park*  but  no  trips  were  mode  outside  the  area. 

Assistant  to  the  Superintendent  Joffe  represented  the  Yellowstone  at 
the  Fourth  Annual  Celebration  sponsored  by  the  Billings  Coraraeroial  Club 
in  Billings  on  the  evening  of  April  21+.     Won  th«n  7^0  persons  were  served 
at  the  banquet,  which  is  one  of  the  largest  affairs  held  in  the  state,   a 
special  professional  speaker  being  engaged  for  the  occasion. 

Assistant  Superintendent  vramert  represented  the  park  at  the  meet 
of  Montanans,    Incorporated,   the  state's  Chamber  of  Cojsmeroe,   held  in 
Helena  on  the  twenty-sixth. 

120  -  Park  Inspections 
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Jaok  S.  Barrows,  Associate  Forester,  MPS,  Washington,  arrived 
Jj,  for  the  Fire  Sohool.  Ho  was  acooapsnied  by  Fred  :  .  r    »ld,     one] 
Forester,  Region  I,  Richmond,  Virginia. 

Frank  y.  Childs,  Regional  Forester,  Region  :i,  Omaha,  C.  U  Shev] 
Associate  Regional  Forester,  Region  II,  and  Anthony  J.  Drahur  , 
tendent  of  Safety,  Region  II,  arrived  on  April  ;>  for  the  Fire  School. 

Harold  I*  Dygert,  Trsvolin  "  echanie,  CCC,  Omaha,  in  April  6. 

H.  T.  Gisborne,  Chief  of  Fire  Research,   .  .  orest  Servio 

soula,  and  C.  S.  Crocker,  Fire  Inspector,  lv.  ::  .  orest  Service,  Missoula, 
in  April  7« 

Major  Howard  T.  Liston,  District  Co;*  render,  CCC,  Focatello, 
H*  F.  Dorrlen,  CCC,  Focatello,  in  April  8« 
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Barton  J.  Hersohler,  Chief  Ranger,   Rocky  fountain  National  park, 
in  April  3  for  Fire  School. 

William  Seari,  Regional  Forester,  Region  III,   Santa  Fe,  in  April  8 
for  Fire  school. 

John  D.  Coffiaan,   Chief  Forester,   BPS,        shington,   in  April  n  for 
Fire  School. 

Lieutenant  Colonel       rl  Lsndreth,  Coraaandlng  Officer,   CCC,    "issoula, 
in  April  16. 

L.  J.  Snell,   U.  S«   Geological  Surrey,   Boise,   Idaho,   in  April  1 
inspect  water  gauges. 

0.  D.  Van  Buskirk,   1  "nginoer  for  the  Public  Roads  Administration, 
arrived  April  13,   the  first  of  the  ?RA  crews  to  reach  the  park  for  the 
summer  operation. 

Sanford  Hill,  Resident  Landscape  Architect,   arrived  April  Zh* 
Hill  is  assigned  to  the  park  for  the  sucnaer. 

lijD  -  Status  of  Private  Lands 

Authority  was  received  from  VJashingt  n  to  purchase  Lot  9,   Section 
16,  ?•  9  S.,   R.  8  v*,   consisting  of  1.9*5  acres  of  land  in  the  area  pro- 
posed to  be  acquired  under  the   ^^fi^tO  ellotraent  of  Public  Works  funds 
for  the  developiaent  of  winter  range   facilities,    froa  the  State  ox   Montana. 
Negotiations  hex;  not  yet  been  entered  into  with  the  state  by  the  end  of 
the  month  for  the  purchase  of  this  land.     The  price  for  the  lot  wai 
to  exceed  |9?*50« 

I50  -  Plans,  I'lspa  and  Surveys 

The  topographies  1  iiaappin ;  alon-  the  Huamoth  service  road  was  0 
pie  ted  and  drawn  up.     Location  work  was  oontnj&ued  in  the  ]  *@a 

with  additions  raade  on  the  maps,  and  preparations  were  begun  for  the 
work  at  Old   Faithful. 

160  -  General  Publicity 

Several  news  stories  were  sent  out  regarding  the  earl  of 

the  park  and  the  Tri-State  Yellowstone  Park  Civic  Association  meeting 
planned  for  May  I4.  at  Old  Faithful  and  the  Good-Will  Tour  pro 
5«     Severe!  pictures  were  furnished  for  illustrating  articles  &xvi  stories 
on  the  park. 

The  first  shipment  of  Motorists  Guides  arrived  in  the  park  on  April 
20.     The  lo;>D  Circular  of  General  Information  booklets  had  not  yet  been 
received  by  the  end  of  the  month. 


' 


i 

- 

I 


Digitized  by  the  Internet  Archive 
in  2013 

! 
■ 

■ 


■ 

http://archive.org/details/superintendentso00unse_15 


200  -  Maintenance,   New  Construction  and  Improvements 

210  -  Maintenance 

The  snow  orew  completed  openly  the  east  entrance  road,  with 
several  breakdowns  delaying  the  work,  and  started  opening  the  road 
from  West  Thumb  to  the  South  Entrance*     imiaerous  breakdowns  of  the 
equipment  prevented  the  ooapletion  of  this  section  by  the   first  of  Hay* 
One  orew  repaired  numerous  holes  in  the  Gallatin  road  and  several  bad 
slides  were  removed  in  various  parts  of  the  park. 

220  -  Mew  Construction 

The  oontraot  for  the  bridge  over  the  Lamar  Kiver  and  adjoining  road 
grading  was  awarded  to  Lowderailk  Brothers  of  Denver,   Colorado,  which 
ooupany  iuoved  in  later  in  the  month,   setting  up  camp  and  beginning  general 
preparation  for  starting  the  job. 

230  -  Speoial  Improvement  Activities 

ERA  -  The  PEA  continued  their  work  on  the  road  bank  sloping  on  the 
l&Bfinot'h- Gardiner  and  Tower-Cooke  roads,   and  also  gave  considerable  assis- 
tance in  the  renovation  of  employees*  quarters  in  Mammoth. 

CCC  -  Camps  YKP  Nos*   1  and  7  maintained  an  average  company  strer., 
of  appr'ox imat ely  177  during  the  jaonth* 

Due  to  the  high  company  strength  and  favorable  weather  conditions 
very  good  progress  mi  made  on  all  CCC  jobs*  The  main  jobs  for  the  two 
oazaps  wore  as  follows :  Mursery  fork  at  the  Stems  Bench;  Preparation  of 
Material,  Mammoth  and  Gardiner  Gravel  Pit,  and  Obliterations,  Gardiner 
Gravel  Fit}  Minor  Road,  Campground,  Trailer  Sewer  System,  Moving  and 
Planting  Trees  at  Campground,  Bank  Sloping  on  Tower  Falls  Road,  all  at 
Hsmiaothj  and  "frater  Line,  Garage  and  Cesspool  at  Buffalo  Bench* 

Job  Ko«  1j76»   Garage,  Buffalo  Ranch,  was  completed  durr 

On  April  5  special  memorial  services  for  Kobert  Feohner,   former 

Director  of  the  CCC,  were  held  at  Gaaips  YKP  IJos.  1   and  7#  *»d  on  April  7 
these  two  camps  held  open  house  and   invited  the  general  public  to  inspect 
t!i©  camps     end  work,  projects* 

5X)  -  .Activities  oi  Other  Agenoies  in  the  Park 

310  -  Park  Operators 

Due  to  the  early  opening  of  the  roads  in  the  park,  Mr*  Hamilton's 
first  crew  arrived  on  April  12  and  immediately  opened  the  Old  Fait::  1 
store  to  accommodate  overnight  visitors*  His  Lake  store  was  opened  on 
April  2k*     Parly  visitors  to  the  park  were  .  Mated  at  these  two 
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general  stores,  where  meals  end  lodgings  are  obtainable-  IUr«  Hamilton 
will  provide  these  services  at  Old  Faithful  until  >jay  1  ,  when  the  Old 
Faithful  tourist  cabins  and  cafeterias  will  open,  and  until  Um.y  25  at 
other  locations  in  the  park.  Mr*  Hamilton  arrived  is  the  park  via  the 
west  gate  on  April  p. 

The  general  store  at  Mammoth  remained  open  throughout  the  month 
to  take  care  of  permanent  residents  and  members  of  the  CCC  and  ERA,  as 
well  as  early  visitors  in  the  park.  tfre.  Pryor  arrived  via  the  west 
gate  on  .April  3°* 

The  Yellowstone  Park  Company  started  construction  . 
Faithful  tourist  cabin  and  lodge  group,  continuing  the  work  of  last  fell, 
on  April  8*  Forty  men  were  employed  or     Id  Faithful  eorl  .   ;.soel- 
laneous  work  was  started  at  SSaromoth  by  the  co  npany  on  that  date. 

Mr.  J.  ~.  Haynes  arrived  in  the  park  via  the  North  Gate  on  April  3° 
to  start  the  operations  of  his  service  in  the  par  . 

Mr*  Ned  Tuttle  of  the  Bureau  of  Fisheries  arrived  in  the  par 
April  16  and  started  the  Bureau's  operations  for  the  summer. 

i|DO  -  Interpretation 

I4IO  -  Lecture  end  Guide  Service 

A  party  of  sixteen  students  from  the  Utah  State  Agricultural  Col- 
lege at  Logan,  Utah  spent  three  days  studying  the  park»s  wildlife  under 
the  direction  of  a  member  of  the  Naturalist  Department*  having  arrived 
in  the  park  on  April  20. 

One  of  the  assistant  park  naturalists  gave  five  lectures  in  the 
vicinity  of  Provo,  Utah  during  the  aonth,  with  p.  total  of  JJ2   people  at- 
tending the  meetings. 

[00  -  Research  and  Observation 

i;32  -  Zoology 

IM.II.IHMW     I  ■      ll'IW 

Bighorn.  The  Mt.  I  verts  banc  of  bighorns  was  carefully  ob- 
served during  the  month  and  appears  to  have  survived  the  winter  in 

condition.  ':':o   evidence  of  scabies  or  coughing  was  noted.  I   total  of 
98  bighorns  were  counted  late  in  April  in  the   .  -forts  area. 

"Ik.  Flk  were  widely  scattered  over  the  northern  range  at 
the  end  or  "the  month  and  forage  was  plentiful  with  much  new  grass;  al- 
though cold  stormy  weather  has  retarded  the  growth  of  forage  on  the 
range . 
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Winter  Range.     Th©  annual  two-day  ShowVie  Trip,    sponsored 
by  the  Oanuittee  for  Conservation  for  th©  Upper  Gallatin  Wat©rahed# 
■was  made  on  the  Upper  Gallatin  elk  rang©  area  on  April  13  and  1    . 
The  elk  in  the  Gallatin  herd  were  estimates  ;0G  to  JQOG   and  are 

in  good  condition  a6  a  result  of  a  raild  winter. 

On  April  23  Chief  Ranger  LaNoue,  Assistant  Supervisor 
Bwinelle  of  the  Absaroka  National   Forest,   end  representatives  of  the 
Livingston  Rod  and  Gun  Club  made  a  cooperative  survey  of  the  northern 
winter  range  in  connection  with  the  -wildlife  ,©nt  pro 

i;33  -  Geology 

The  Naturalist  Department  has  inaugurated  a  study  of  the 
volcanic  breccias  in  the  Coda  Butt©  Valley, 

500  -  Use  of  Park  Facilities  by  the  Public 

510  -  Increase  or  Decrease  in  Travel 

Travel  during  the  month  was  •omparabl©  to  that  of  April  lest  year. 
Although  so^e  roads  were  open  earlier  than  usual   there  was  no  marked 
increase  in  travel.     (See  attached  report.) 
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600  -  Protection 

610  -  linger  Service 

The  rangors  attended  the  Fire  Protection  and  First   Aid  TraiE 
School  froza  April  3  to  20,  and  thii  course  proved  to  be  very  desir 
and  profitable  as  a  forra  of  in-service  training.      Folio  bho  so 

the  rangers  wore  engaged  in  entrance  station  duty,   highway  patrole 
in  necessary  preliminary  work  before  the  beginning  of  the  travel  season. 

620  -  Police  Protection 

On  April  26  P.  E.  Ggden,   an  employee  of  the  Yellowstone  j  Conv- 

pany,   entered  a  plea  of  guilty  to  t>  charge  of  speeding  and  was  fined  five 
dollars. 
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6^0  -  Wildlife  Protection  and  Fish  Culture!  Activities 

Stream  survey  -work  on  the  Gallatin  and  Firehole  Rivers  was 
started  as  soon  a©  weather  conditions  permitted  end  the  work  Tor  the 
Gallatin  was  completed.     Toe  covered  Grayling  Creek  and  work  on  that 
stream  was  deferred. 

6U0  -  Forest  Fire  Protect ion 

One  reportable  fire  occurred  this  month  when  two   small  hoys   t 
a  paoket  of  matches  and  while  light  la         est  set  fire  to  the  da         raes 
on  the  paracfe  ground  at  ■'iamnoth.     The  fire  was  quickly  suppressed,  with 
the  assistance  of  the  raunioioal   fire  truck,   efter  burning  over  only  a 
assail  pre  a. 

A  personnel  training  school  was  held  In  ManaMifch  durin,  two 

weeks  from  April  8  to  20,  inclusive,  in  i     i       practically  ©very  member 
of  the  permanent  protection  organisation  par  tic'  ■  are  of 

this  period  were  devoted  to  First  Aid  training  end  twenty- four  trainees 
completed  the  course  and  were  awarded  Standard  Firs'  Certificates  by 

the  American  Red  Cross. 

The  remainder  of  the  time  was  devoted  to   fire  proteotion  tr 
The  subjects  discussed  dealt  principally  with  the  duties  of  the  various 
key  positions  in  the  fire  protection  organisation  with  some  tim     devoted 
to  general   safety  discussions  and  safety  in  fire  suppression. 

In  addition  to  the  Yellowstone  personnel  v. 
there  were  representatives  from  three  of  the  surround!. •.  rests 

and  from  Region  I  of  the  Forest  Service,   repress  ives 

soula  and  Pooatello  CCC  District  Offices,  Chi:  |  ir  from 

Rocky  Mountain  National  Perk  and  representatives  i   ten, 

Region  I,  Region  II  and  Region  III  offices  of  the  !;atJ 
There  was  a  total  of  seventy-six  trainees  who  attendee: 
scnool  all  or  part  of  the  time. 

On  April  23  to  26,  Assistant  Chief  1 

■Weather  training  school,  conducted  by  the  !  .      •   Forest  Serva  - 

River  Experiment  Station.     The  theme  of  the  discuss ;u  icol 

was  the  application  of  various  we ether  factors  i. 

conditions  and  the  application  of     danger  P 

suppression  and  suppression  action. 

660  -  Forest  i.ursery 

Activities  at  the  nursery  consisted  of  preparation  of  transplant 
beds,   removal  of  mulch  from  transplants  ®n&  seedlings,  <m&  lifting  of 
planting  stock.     Several  thousand  willow,   rose,        .■/.echerry  end  cotton- 
wood  transplants  wore  lifted  and.  planted  in  the  auto  campground  at 
moth.     Several  hundred  transplants  have  bmn  potted  with  the  intention 
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of  holding  them  at  the  nursery  for  several  years  until  they  attain 

considerable  sise  before  they  are  planted  In  the  field. 

900  -  Miscellaneous 

The  regular  monthly  meeting  of  the  Fedorel  ■■.-v.ployees  IJnion  was 
held  in  the  Canteen  on  April  !•  During  the  meeting,  Agent  Cashier 
Fred  Buscsy  told  of  his  winter  in  Washington,  and  notice  ware  shown 
at  the  end  of  the  business  meeting* 

The  Fire  Fighters*  Ball,  held  in  the  Canteen  on  April  15  in  con- 
nection with  the  Fire  School,  proved  a  very  successful  affair* 

A  card  party  sponsored  by  the  Yellowstone  Park  Consents  Club  was 
held  in  the  Canteen  on  April  1  . 


T.&mmd   B»  Sogers, 

Super  intendent* 
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faster  Sunrise  Chorus  marching  on  to  Mammoth 
Hot  Springs  Terraces   March  24,  1940 
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Parked  Cars  of  visitors  attending  the  faster  Sun- 
rise Services,  Mammoth  Hot  springs  Terraces 

March  24,  1940 
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Assistant  Chief  Ranger  Albert  Elliott  parking 
cars  and  directing  traffic  for  the  Easter  Sun- 
rise Services  on  the  Mammoth  Hot  Springs  Terraces 
March  24,  1940 


Group  watching  Easter  Sunrise  Services  on  the 
Mammoth  Hot  Springs  Terraces,  March  24,  1940 
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